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* To0-TuRr- : 

- Relations and Friends 
Of the Reverend * 
|| Mr. Thomas Gouge, 
DECEASED. 
\HE more Uſeful your 


Relation or Friend was 

to the World, and Delightful 

to you, the more Conſpicuaus | 
will your Graces appear, in 4 
becoming Submit on to the Will 
of Him, whv hath now remou/th 
him to a Better Place. We can't 
part with ſuch in whom we have 
Pleaſure , without Pain; nor 
can fuch as have been united in 


A faves part without a Sigh 
| ; A 2 anda 


and a Gran, To have no'$ enſe | t 
of what. we ſuffer, or to part | 
with our Friends as if we ſu- |k 
Tainedi 14 Lojs, is: Stupidity, | E 
and not Submiſſion , but while |f 
You fretingly complain to God, to | fe 
Hhow y0 Iffection, - beware of |in 
CT DAR If him, or cenſu- [ne 
ring hig Diſpenſations, for hes |ti 
accouritable for None of his Ways; 
4% can't deny us that Mercy: | b, 
we have Merited, fo he |t/ 

C bps take that from. us which 
we have not Forfeited ; there- 
fore it becomes you to ſay with |Cc 
Dawid, I was Dumb, I o- [of 
 pened not my Mouth, be- - | 

Pſal, 39. 9+ cauſe thou Af it. W-$6.1354 
What Ihave ſaid of him, will 

appear. to the. Impartial.,. his 

< rreamſtances. being confidered,. 
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think. I have ſaid too little , 
blame your felves, for not ma- 

king Choice. of a more Skilful 
_ | Hand, to repreſent him in his 
| full, LuStre. If any blame me 
for ſaying ſo much, that's ow- _ 
ing to the Living, who made itt © 
[needful, and not to my Inclina= 
tion. If to think and ſpeak I 
f others is ( as a Great Man 
\ | ath Aſerted ) not only a bad 
thing, but a ſign of a bad Man, 
lſeere -I am, it's a very difficult 
- [thing to find a good Man in 

Converſation, When Speaking Il 
of others is ſo much in faſlion 
[it is a pity, when ſo many 
of all Parties ſeem to be bent for , 
[Divifron,. that ſuch ſhould ap- 
ear agreed and united only in 
bis,to think the way todo Chriſt 
Serwicey. and promote their own 

BEE, Opt- 


Opinions”, is by endeawour-| f 
ing to blaſt the Reputation zh 
each other; I wiſh rather all| 
Parties could learn to be Con- 
fſeientiouſly ſtrict to their own 
Principles and Perſwaſions, in| 
Praffice, and at the ſame time 
to all the Offices of Love and 
Kindneſs to eachother, notwith- 
ftanding our Differences, as be- 
comes the Diſciples of a Meek 
Feſus. 
As for this Diſcourſe , it 
is a Theme that is ſo often 
Preach'd and Publiſhed, and 


” "words his 


 {uite the Guſt and Reliſh of ſuch 
Airy Chriſtians as deſpiſe all 
Practical Dijcoutfes ; but if it 
may be | Bleft of God, to affift 
and eXcite. any of yous vr others, 


fo 


Dedicatory.. 


| fo to number - their Days, 
that they may apply their 
{/ 
fl 


1| Hearts to Wiſdom), my De- 
ſign is obtained ; which that it 
mays is the Earneft Prayer of, 


Your Sincere Friend 
and Servantinthe 
d . _ Miniſtry of Chriſt 
WY Feſus, 


n  Fobn Nesbitt. 


Books Printed for and $91 by John 
Marſhall; at 'the Bible ' #7 Grace- 
A NElegiact: Eſſay Humbly Of 
| A fre to the Pious Memory 


of the Late Reverend and, Learned. 
Mr. Matthew Mead, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Stepmrey, &c.. Alſo moſt of 
his Works 

_ The Efftigies of Mr. Matth. Mead, 
newly Engraved to the Lite, by an 
Ingenious Hand, far Excelling any 
See.” x- 

. A Sermon on the Death of the 
Reverend and Learned Mr. Stepher: | 
Lobb. By Thomas Goodwin. 

A Declaration of the Congrega- 
tional Miniſters in and about Lo-- 
doz, againſt Antinomian Errors, &*c. 
The Second Edition.. To which is 
added; "The Teſtimony of ſome of 
the Miniſters in Behalf of the reſt. 

The Divine Inſtitutron of Con- 
gregational Churches, Miniſtry, and 


Ordinances. By I1ſazc Channey. 

Varicty without Vanity, or a Compa& Number. 
of Copics, wirh moſt Sorrs of Copy-books, ggc. 
wyh Copies on the top to learn by : Alſo moſt 
Sorts of Books whereby t2 learn Short-hand. 
Rich's Short-hand Teſtament and Plalms. 
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ECCLES. vii. Verſe 2. 
The laſt clauſe. | 


The Living will lay it to his 
Heart. 


Sei... 


Tis cw oranted that Life 
is the moſt incſtimable Jew- 
el of the Creation ; the Fa- 
ther of Lyes in this ſpake 


and all a Man hath he will give for 
his Life. Life tho" but Sy an I- 
fe&t, 1s more Glorious than the Sun 
that gave it both Breath and Be- 


Truths That Shin for Shim, Job 2. 4 


ng. A Living Dog is better than xccl. 9.4 


7 Dead L yon. Yet this Royal Prea- 
cher whos he weighs the Godly 
B M's 
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Man's Death, with the Day of his 
Natural Birth, he prefers. the for- 
mer before the latter. The oneis 
attended with a numerous train of 
Miſeries, whereas the other 1s the 
clever deciding Stroak, and final 
Conqueſtover all his Enemies. Hence 
he perſwades us to allay the Sorrow 
and Toyl of a miſerable Lite, by 
making preparation. for a comtor- 
table Death z and the method pro- 
poled, 1s to trequent Funerals rather 
tian Feaſts. It 7s better to go to 
toe Foz e of Mourning, than to the 
rieaſe of Fe:ſting, and that for two 
Reaſons. 

F;:f, Becauſe while we are La- 
mentng anothers Death, we may 
learn tne Frailty of our own Lite. 
Fer it is the end of all Men. 

Secondly, The Influence it wall 
have upen cvr Hearts and Practice. 
The 1 iving wild lay it to his Heart. 
Whiclk pailize I hope will not be 
tOvght unkiitable to the late Provi- 
ence, Which gave me the ſad occa- 
00 Tt mak. choice of it. 


Fiſt, 


tO 
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Firſt, Here's a Duty mentioned | 
Laying Death to Heart. 

Secondly, You have the equity 
or reaſonableneſs of it. The Livin 
will lay it to his teart : As he Mcrits 
the Charafter -f a cool, nay of 
a Devil, that can make a mock of 
his own or anothers Sins, fo heis, 
juſtly eltec:aed Dead, while Livi _ 
that Wii an unconcerne.l Eye can 
ſee Dez17i's Conqueſt over others, 
whiuch ts the Fruit of S1a and the 
exampie of his own. 

The Dottrine I purpoſe to pro- 
ſecute from thete Words is this, 
Vihen we hear or ſee Death remov- 
ing the beſt of Mer and Mimiſters, it 
is highly reaſonable to expeF that the 
Living will tay Death to Heart. 

In managing this point TI ſhall, 


I. Show what it isto lay Death 
to Heart 

iſ. The reaſonableneſs of it. 

HE. apply it. 


Firſs, What it is to lay Dzath to 
Heart. 


B 2 FE; irlt, 


4 


Mente at- 
fendeft. 


A Funeral Ser Wor. 
Firs, To fix the Mind upon Dy- 


ing, to make it the Subje& of our 


ſertous Meditation : He that is a 
Wiſe Man will conſider his latter 
end, when he ſees an end 1s come 
to others before him : Some like the 
Prodigal laviſh out their Thoughts 
wholly about this World, and Death 
that will ſhortly ſnatch them from 
it, 1s quite forgotten ; they like 
Archimedes are drawing their Pro- 
zeas in the Duſt: Take no Alarum 
by the warnings that are given them, 


till the Enemy {mite them down at | 


once. Others think it too Mclan- 


choly a Theme, and why ſhould | 
they torment themſelves before the | 


time, to think that this Body, care- 
fully kept and delicately fed, muſt 


change 1ts preſent dwelling, to be-| 
come not only a Companion, but a| 
Banquet for Worms. Somethey hope 
that their Sun is not yet arrived atf 
its Meredian, and for then to think | 


of Dying, 1s as if you would bid 
them go to Bed at Noon Day: 


When thev have ſettled thire Aﬀairs| 
11the World ; their Years are come, f 


ns: 
4k 


A Faneral Sermon. 
in which they have noPleaſure;when 
Old Age hath Snowed upon their 
Heads and devoured their {enfual 
Pleaſures, then to thivk of Dying is 
a ſuitable DoGrine : But while their 
Blood is Sparkling in their Veins, it 
is not a convenient. Seaſon : Nay, 
even the Believer tho' he is in (ate- 
ty as to his Spiritual ſtate, 1s apt 
to ſhiver at the firſt view of this 
King of Terrors, as Job calls him, tho' 
with the Apoſtle he groan under 
the weight of his tireſom Taber- 


| nacle, yet when he ſees the Hand 


that muſt deliver him, he deſires 


_ rather,that theMortal Body might be 


cloathed witly Immortal Glory ; but 
tho' we fly from Death like Moſes 
from his Rod when turned into a 


| Serpent, yetwhen we frequently take 
| it up by the Hand of Faith, we 
| ſee there is no harm nor danger in 
| 1t. To lay Death to Heart 1s to ac- 
| quaint our Thoughts with Dying. 


| Secondly, Tobeduly affected with 
our concernment in it, he will not 
raſs it over with a {light apprehen- 
hon, like a Natural Man behalding his 
Fac c 


s A Funeral Sermon. 
Face in a Glaſs, and ſtraightway for- 

Jam. 1. getteth what manner of Man he was. 
Inditurus Put he will work 1t upon his af- 
oooh feftions. I know there are many 


Tem. WhoLaughatDeath, and treat their} / 


diiſolution withContempt and Scorn, 

like Gaal of old, who disdain'd Ab:- 

melech, when at a diſtance, VVhs 

is Abimelech that we ſhould ſerve hims £ 

Judges 9. And yet at the firſt attack cowardly 
3% fled before him: Some are like the 
{keepy Drunkard at eaſe in their Sins, 

and never lift up their Eyes tl in 

the midſt of Hell Flames. That pros 
feſhon, which ſerves many to keep 

up a Reputation in Religion, will |. 

prove too {lender a defence againſt 

_ the Arrows of this King of Terrors. 
Mr. Sedz-T here are Three things which one 


wichs Ser- f_: k 
wn at heard many Years ago Prognoſti- 


Feral cate approaching judgments, becaufe || tt 


Afr, Srorg 
1655, 


not duly regarded. 

Firſt, An unconcernedneſs of Spt- 
rit, when the Foundations of the | 
Chriſtian Religion are overturned 
and deitroyed,to fee theCorner-Stone 
pull'd our, and we not affeced. 


Fe C077 A ly , 


_- 
>. 
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Secondly, To ce the generality of 


Profeſſors contenting themſelves 
with an empty Name, without the 
power of Religion, No Man ſtir- 


parting Go 


Thirdly, To ſce the Miniſters of 


ing up himſelf to take hold of a de-16a. 64. 7. 


Chriſt defpiſed and contemned. The 2Chro.6. 


Lord hid compaſſion on his people and 15, 16. 


on his dwelling place. But when 
they mocked the Mz:ſſengers of 
(zxod, Cc. 
there was no remedy. If the Am- 
bailadors of Peace be reje&- 
ed, the Herald's of War will fol- 


low then: And have we not the 


flame Symptoms ſtill remaining ? 


There are ſome things that are of 
great Moment, and very uncertain 


as to our enjoyment of them, and 


| therefore we ihould be deeply af- 
| fected with them; one is the offers 
of the everlaſting Goſpel. O tht, 
| thou hadſt known in this thy Day. 


&*c. the Waters of Life will not al- 
ways run waſt by your Doors. If 


| Cod's to Day be too foon, your to 


Morrow may be too late. Ano- 
| | taer 


Then Wrath aroſe, and © 


k.19.42 
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ther is the inward firiving of tht 

Gen. 6. 3-Spirit, My Spiret fall not alway 
ſtrive with Man. When you are un 
der conviction take heed how the) 
wear off: If they leave thee ſhot! 
of a thro' cloſure with Chriſt, tho 
art undone for ever ; and I may ad 
our own Lite, Is it net a Vapoy 
Jam. 4-14: that appeareth for a little while, ar 
then vangquiſheth away? And yet an & 
- hoe mo} CET depends upon it; furely ther 
os »n-the laying Death to Heart, i not 
2: Etcrni- oractifed till our attections are duly 
HT affected with our concernmentin 1 

and that, | | 

Thirdly, And Principally by re 
ſolving 1n ſincerity to make read) 
for it. The Heart by Sin, is be 
come both deſultory in its Meditaff x, 

tions and deceitful m its Refolutth --' 
ons. I doubt not but this Day, ther 
are many in the Chamber of utte 4; 
Darkneſs, that in their way thitheſſ 
had their ſecret purpoſes to reforif an, 
their Courſes, only tor the preſenlne 

they had not ieiſure. VVe forge r 
that Sin like Da/:12h hath cut of q, 
Locks, and io purpoſe in our own jn 
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Strength, arid go-out- inthe Srength 
of our 'Refolutions, and thence all 
'y our purpoſes are ſnapt afunder like 
CN Samipſon's Withs, when. outward tem- 
"y ptations fall in with indwelling 
IF corruptions ; but to refolve in fin- 
Ic cefity, is with fall purpoſe of heart, 
my depending upon the Lord and the 
74 power of his might, to prepare to 
4} meet this formidable Enemy, and 
cy that with reſpect unto, 

08 rſt, Our Spiritual State ; 2dly, 
If With reſpe&unto our preſenitframe, 
the former 1s our ſafety, and the 
latter our comfort 5 every Believer 
cy dies ſafely, but he that is aQtually 
d) ready imbraces Death trinmphant- 
"1 ly 4nd even. before the Fight can 

Fw ting the Victory. | 
oy rſt, Then to prepare with re- 
9 pett-unto your ſtate, and this in- 
ty dades Three things. 

F '1\k. To be united unto Chriſt, 
ry and cloathed with his rizhteoul- 
neſs. TI know there are many wit- 
p/ exprefiions and fertitying con- 
fderations ſcattered in the Writ- 
ings of Heathens to arm us againlt 
© x Pcatins 


+ TIO OL Ir —_—_ CO ee ee RE 
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A Funeral Sermon. 
Death's afſults. But alas! All of 
them can't make an Armour of 
proof for a dying Man ; the Sting 
of Death will * pierce thro' all of 
them ; nay bring in the righteoul- 
neſs which thou haſt done, and 
that too will prove too ſcanty a 
Garment to cover thy ſhame. There 
is but one impregnable foretrels, 
where ; this Eremy can 'never hurt {t 
you, and that is the Rock Jeſw:Þ © 
There 1s but one Robe that willſ 
effeftually ſecure, as well as adorn 
thee, againſt this Enemy, and: that 
1s his Righteouſneſs: Death will find 
out every Man's ſtanding, whether 's 
it be in the firſt. or ſecond Adam; G 
if in 'the former, than all youtf © 
Sins, are upen your Souls, and tho 
ncw they ſeem light and fit eaſy, 
yet every one of them will be hes? Sc 
vier than a Milſtone to fink thee in- p 
to endleſs miſery ;- this the Apoſtleſ © 
knew, when he deſired to le founy 
in hin, not Faving his own righteou 
nels, &C. to be found in him, T 
Notes his Spiritval union with 
Chriſt; not: having mine own right © 
| ouſnel' 


A Funeral Sermon." 

ouſneſs which is of the law, To 
fignify the inſufficiency of all he 
could call his own, But that which 
is 'thro' the faith of Chriſt. Thereby 


{ dence in the flelh, ſo his rejoycing 
was in Chriſt Jeſws, and his Right- 
0 couſneſs; its. in him and with him 
| only,that you can dwell in ſafety, 
| and through him you muſt obtain 
| the Victory. 

"a 2dly, When your covenant ſtate 
between God and you 1s ſecured : 


ping into Eternity : He views his 
Family, and there finds nothing to 
ſupport his departing Spirit, but 
| when he Reads over the Charter 
of the Covenant, he begins the 
Y Songs of Zion, tho' not yet paſt 
the ſwellings of Jordan: Here he 
1.4 flaw that peace between God 
of and him which would abide in 

-Death, and out-live the Grave. 
They that are without the Bond 
ho of the Covenant, who have never 
given their Heart and Hand to be 
C 2 the 


owning that as he had no conh-_ 


Il 


It was this that made the Pſalmiſt 2 5am. 23. © 
qd of Iſrael ſing ſo ſweetly when ſtep-5 


ds 57 
$ 2 
+; 
* of 
1 2 


the Lord's, they may be dey 


77. 45. 5. and there is caufe for it. But, Why 


rerf. 15. 


foould T fear in the day when theiniqui- 


ties of my heels compaſs me about: tho” 


not only Infirmities but: many Ini- 
quities by ſcige againſt the believ- 
ers Soul, yet why ſhould I be de- 
jeted 2 For the Lord will redeem my 
Soul front the power of the grave, my 
God will receive me. What tho' 
Deathſeem never ſo terrible, it hath 
loſt its Sting.;, Chriſt by his Croſs 
hath turned thoſe Waters of Ma- 
74h into a refreſhing Stream to all 
that are in Covenant with God 
thro” him: As in the firſt Covenant 
Death is the Metlenger of” Juſtice to 
drag the Sinner to execution, ſo in 
the New Covenant, 1it 1s the Meſ- 
fenger of a Father to. fetch his Chil-- 


* dren'to thoſe Mantions Chriſt hath 


prepared for them; tho' death #; 
continued in its natural conception, 
as it is a diflolving of our Frame: 
and Union between S$0:1 and Body, 


_ yet it 1s not continued 'n its moral 


notton, as a penal ſatisfaction :- 
Neath it felf is put into the Be- 
hievers 


OM be CT a WR 482 2 4 --Y.- £ 
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p | | j ' s 1 Cor . 3, 
levers Inventory, Death ts yours. = 


Death is to every Man according 
to the Covenant in which 1t finds 
him if there be a Covenant - of 


Peace between God and Thee, then 


thou may go out boldly and meet 

death as a real Friend, tho' in the 

Array of a formidable Enemy. 
3dly, When your Hearts are ſan- 


&fied and renewed, We are ſaved Tit. 3. s. 


by the Waſhing of Regeneration and 
renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs will never be a de- 
fence to any but his own Image, 
if we take his Robe to cover us in 
our Sin, we do but deceive our 
own Souls: - As death will wipe a- 
way all Tears from the Believer's 
Eyes, fo it will take off the paint 
of Hypoctitical Profeſſors; then 
elevated ſtrains ſhall not go for true 
Godlineſs, nor fair Words paſs for 


| Charity, nor an empty Name for the 


rower: of Religion; he only ſhall 


'| =ppear an Iſraclite indeed that is 


without Guile, and hath true Grace 
or Wiſdom in the hidden parts. As 
Hypocrites, tho* they are cnmvc!- 
LE 


A Funeral Sermon. - 
liſh'd with many gliſtering Orna- 
ments in the externals of Religion, 
yet they are always loathſom to 
God, becauſe of their unſeen un- 
 cleannefles ; ſo tho' Believers have 
many viſible Infirmities and Imper- 
feftions, yet they are always glo- 
rious with the truth of Grace with- 
In, tho' like the Ark covered with 
coarſe Skins, yet pure Gold within ; 
then do we truly lay death to heart, 


dominion 1s calt out of the heart, 
for he is a Jew, which is one In- 
ward and Goſpel Circumciſion 75 
that of the heart, in the ſpirit. where 
theſe three are ſecured that Soul's 
ſtate 1s ſafe. | 

"The ſecond preparation is to be 
actually ready. for death : The for- 
mer 'is and hath been the care of 
every true Believer, but the negleq 
of this latter makes the meſſage of 
death ſtrangely ſurprizing to miny 
real Chriſtians; inſtead of going out 
of the World like the Patriarch, 
ſaying, I have waited for thy Salua- 
tion; Or like old Sizzeor, Now let- 
te 


Rom.2.29; 


in preparing for it, when S1n 1n its 


han kao at Hin pey ves tis oo Ae fo id en es 


they 'cry ' out like him, O ſpare 


1+: ; Pſal. 29. 
me that I may recover ſtrength be-. 39 


fore I go hence and be no more; tho' © 
the Believer's Righteous Soul, while 
here, is, vex@@ with the filthy Con- 
verſation of the Wicked, yet like 
Lot he is ready to-linger, when 
God calls him out of this Sodow of 
a World. Would . you then, die 
not only in ſafety, but with joy, 
inſtead: of being dragg'd forcibly, 
go: otit- willingly ; and while others 
have-their Souls ;taken from: them, 
thou; Aike thy Redeemer, give up 
ibine\into the hand'of thy heaven- 
ly Father; for this purpoſe be;con- 


{cientious in theſe four things. .. :: | 


'. I. Let not the things of this 
World fix upon your Heart: and 
Aﬀettions ; it's difficult keeping the 
Heart chaſt for God 'when the  Af- 
fections are intangled in the World ; 
tho' your neceſiity- will oblige you. 
to drink of this Jael's Cup, yet be- 
ware of fleeping in her, Tent; be- 
wareof its Syrene Songs and Mere- 
tricious Snules s tho' neither Farth 
OT 
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tef thon' thy Servant depart in peace, Luk. 2.29. 


x Cor. 7. 


16 
- Hor Hell ſhall keep the Believer out 
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of Heaven, yet they tnake many go 
halting thither. Maintain as much 
25 poſhble the ſame 0 a__ on of your 
encily enjoyttients 

Men Solas have We when dy- 
ing. Look upon them rather as 
Talents cottimitted to Servants, to 
improve for their Maſter's ufe, than 


as abſolutely your 'own, as they areſ 


Free Gifts, which we never. defer- 
ved, fo be thankful to: the Donor; 
and a5 they are Talents fo weſhould 
be faithful, becauſe we - muſt give 
an account to our Kord- and Maſter. 
So fe this world" as not to abife at, 
26y ts -bitvt Why heart abaſeal *by 3. 
When thou Teeft: the Kingdons of 
this Work and the Glory-thereof, 
bewate of falling down and wor- 
ſhipine ; - let not | the duftrof the 
Earth blind the '&Fe of thy Faith, 
nor the pleaſirres©f it divide hy 
Love; whatever be the delight'of 
your Eyes, be fare that noching bat 
God in Chriſt be the delight of your 
Hearts. 


2. Keep 


fle-living, as| 
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| whether doing or ſuffering; fo we 


to goout and meet the Bridgroom, 


A Firneral Sermon. 7 
, 2dly. Keep your Loyns girt and 

your Lamps Burning. As we are to 

{tand actually ready for whatſoever 

ſervice our Lord may appoint us, 


muſt in ordef@thereunto keep every 
Grace in exerciſe. It was very 
ſurpriſing, to the Wiſe Virgins, 
when - the - mid-night cry came 


to find their Lamps untrim'd, ;tho' 
there was Oyl in their Veſſels. As 
we are to live by the Faith of the 
Son of God for daily influence, ſo 
we are to walk by Faith, as the, 
eye to direct our Prattice. Let it , c,...-, 
be your care to ſay with the Spouſe. 
At our gates are all manner of plea- 
ſant fruits, which T have laid up for ©1755 
thee, O my beloved. There you have 
plenty and variety. All manner of 
&c, and they are at the Gate, that 
is actually ready-, and all for the 
Beloved, As all Grace 15s derived 
from Chriſt's fulneſs, fo it's devoted 
to him for his ſervice.; Let there 
be Faith, to follow him in dark 
Providences, patience to wait tcr 

[Þ L1im 
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him under delays, meeknefsto guard 
thy Spirit from being ruffled by the” 
(currilites of a ſordid World. Love 
which makes every duty eaſy, and. 

2 Pe. 1: this is the way to have an abundant 

entrance into- thy Maſter's joy. 

3dly. Dye dayly unto Sm. . It's 

Sin that will be the Achan and 

troubler of thy camp: This will 

make thee fly before this Enemy : 

This like Jonah will raiſe a Storm, 

it not caſt out. Grilt, that one word 

{poke bythe Mouth of Conſcience, 

witl be like a clap of Thunder im 

thy Boſom, it will makea dreadful 

convullion in thy inner, when Death 
comes to. attack thy outward Man, 
therefore keep thy Garments clean, 
and be often waſhing them in the 

Blood of the Lamb. Though thou 

art a Child of God, yet remember 

thon , haſt that fuel ſtill. in thee; 
that 1s very apt t9 catch the Devils 

Fire. ' Cana Traveller hold orf his 

way rejoycing, with a Thorn in 

his Foot? Nomore can the believer 
with comtort march into Eternity 

Witn grit lying npon his Confci- 

ence. 
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ence, Wherefore, mugrry oc. thas2 Pet. 3. 
Z 


ye Look for ſuch things, be diligent that'® 
ye may be found of hint in peace, with- 
out ſpot and blameleſs. Walk circum- 
ſpectly, not as Fools, but as Wiſe, 
uncloathing your Souls as to the 


Old Man and his deeds, which are ,... . 
corrupt, and putiing on the New 24. 
Man 1n Righteouineſs and true Holi- 


neſs; and this 1sthe way with joy 
to meet thy God. 

4thly, And laſtly be - faithful to 
Chriſt mn thy particular and proper 
ſtation: Chriſt ts the great Matter 
and appointer of every Man's Work . 
and Poſt in the Worid. Be thou 
faithful unto the Death and then 


comes the Crown of Life. Fohz's *** 212: 


hearers' were not follicitous about 
changing their imployments, but 
how they might ſerve God in them. 


How ſhall he that loyters with the 
{luggard in his day for ſervice, in 


the Evening reſt from his Labours ? 


:Some Men are always bufie, but 


doing nothing in the great work of 


their Salvation. IWhy ſtand you here 1114. 20, 


all the day idle 2 He that hath leaits. 
D 2 hath 
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hath one Talent, and if thou art']t 
not a wicked Servant, that will. | 1 
be improved for thy Lord. Does : | # 
Solomoniſend the fluggard vo aninſet | 
to be his Teacher ?* And may not 
many Chriſtians be ſent to the in- | 
animate part of the Creation to 
learn to ſerve God in their particu- 
lar relations > . The ſtars in their 
courſes fought = God againſt Siſera. 
He 1s the moſt excellent Chriſtian, 
that Honours God in his particular 
relations, in which he hath placed | 
him. In ſhort, true Grace 1s no: 
Friend to Idleneſs, Parents and Chil- 
dren, Maſters and Servants, Magt- 
ſtrates and Miniſters, have their 
work appointed them, in theWorld ;\ 
and its our Buſineſs to be diligent 
in it : Would you then ſtand aftua- | 
ly ready > Follow the cxample of | V 
your Lord, Redeemer, who when a- | $1 
bout to leave the World could fay, | It 

Folm 17. 4. 4 have finiſhed the work' which thou | H 
gaveſ® me to do. Loſe not your | 15 
preſent opportunities, but do the | 01 
Work of him thag Tent thee into | th 
this World, while it is day, that | it 
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': | thou mayeſt ſay with the Apoſtle. 
| 7 have finiſhed my courſe, I have fought : Tim.4.7. 
: | the good fi fight of of Faith. T amnow 


putting off my Sword, and haveno 


- | tnore todo, but to receive theCrown. - 
, | And Bleſſed is that Servant whom 
when his Lord comes he ſhall find 
thus ſtanding and thus doing : He 
| hath no more to do, but to Die 


and enter into the joy of his Lord. 
The Second -thing I propoſed 
was to ſhow, That to lay Death to 


Heart, when we {ee 1t removing the 
beſt of Men and Miniſters, is but 
highly reaſonable. The Living will, 


| de jure he ought to do it, and if 2 


Wiſe Man de-fa&o he will lay it to 
Heart, as hath been -ſhown. And 
that, | 
Firſt, Becauſe it's. the end of all 
Men. No ſooner Man brought in 
Sin, but Death paſſedupon all Men. 
It's an innocent miſtake when in the 
Houſe of Mourning, where an end 
is come to another , to imagine it 
our own. It is but to antidate 
that which muſt certainly, and, 
it m: ay be, ſhortly come. What if 
| | in 


IL ky 


A. Funeral Ser mon. 
in the: ſucceſſion of many Ages 
God hath made two and but two 
Men's time run into eternity withs 
out interruption. Can we tell what 
change paſt upon them in their B 
x Core. 15 tran Ltion ; 2 For this | ſay that 
50. Fleſh, and Blood, as now . fram 

and faſhioned can't inherit theſ® 
Kingdom of God: And thoſeÞ'* 

that remain alive at our Lord's ap- 
pearing, tho they ſhall not Die as 

It iS a Aiflolution of the frame « 

Man, or ſeparation of the Soul and 

Body, yet they ſhall be changed to” 

£1, s2, 2 fitneſs or capacity for the Gloryſſ** 
of that illuGrious Day : Tho' thefſ®** 

Life of Man admits of, many may- 

bes and peradventures, yet his Dy: 

ing admits of none. It 3s appointed 

Heb. 9.27+ for all Men once to die. The rich and 
poor are there, The Beggar Dyed 

and ſo did the Rich Man; all paſif ” 
through this Gate, tho' the H_ 
immediately part upon it, like 7 
Princes Palace that hath but on: 
common Gate, af which Criminal 

' and Children enter : The one cog 

wp tO his Fathers Manſions, theorhe! 

down 
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* [down to his Dungeon. Thus it is 


is 
it 
Ty 


Sharon and Lillie of the Valley, 
\tho' they are more Pleaſant and 
JBcautzful while Erving, yer they are 
got lefs Mortat than the common 
; {Craſs. The fivcet Singer of - JraeÞ 
e muſt come to his laſt words, and 
the moſt charming Preacher to his 
F laſt Sermon. Among the many Rules 
and Directions writtery for the pre- 
Fſcrving of Health, none was ever fo 
gmad as to pretend 2 Medicine that 
vj would turn away Death, for :#'s the 
Y end of all Men. | 
| Secondly, The weighty bat unſeen 
N Feircumſtances that may attend our 
: Dying : God hath as mueh'appom- 
ted the limits of onr Lives, as the 
Altounds of our habitations: The 
:Iwhole of our Days make up but 


7 Evil. The time at longeſt. is but 
al ſhort: But there are two circum- 
al ſtances which ſhould moſt of all af- 

fect us, one 1s we know not the cr1- 
tical moment when our Lord will 


come, whether, wiule weare young 


'N 
: and 


0 with good and bad. The Rofe of 


2 few Years, and they are fill of ' 
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Luke 12.tender, or whether he will ſtay tilt 
_— the Years - come; in which we-ſball 

ſay we have no. pleaſure. Another 
1s the manner in which he will ſend 
for us.;: whether the thread of our 
Lives ſhall be ſnapt of a ſudden, 
or worn out by a lingering Cons 
ſumption? This MeſſengerDeath will 
come,: but ean we tell where he will 
meet us, -1n the Street or in the 
Cloſet, on Bed or at Board £ Can 
you tell in what Livery. he wil 
appear? Tho' Death be to the be- 
liever, the Meſſenger of a Father, 
yet thy Father may ſend for thee 
in a Chariot of Fire : May it not 
blow a Storm when thou art to 
launch out into theeternal ocean? 
| Whereas a more gentle gale may 
waft another over. In a word, all 


Tet 1: 24* fleſh is graſs, and. the glory thereof FN | 


- the flower of the graſs, the graſs wi 
- thereth,&c. Can you tell what Hand 
God- will uſe to cut it down? | 


may be the Hand ,of an Infant, 


the Teeth of an Inſe&, or a blaſt 


of- Wind ; and if 1t ſtands long, of 
» ſel, it's fading and withering: 
Surely 
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Surely then it's but reaſonable to be 
affetted with our Death before it 
COME. | 

Thirdly, Becauſe it is not the end of 
your being, but your entering upon'an 
unchangeable condition. You don't 

ceaſe to be, but ceaſe to be Mortal : 

Now you fall into Sin, and there ts 

a may be of your Recovering, but 

then, as the Tree falls ſo it lies : Now 

many that are caught in the Snare of 

the Devil, may be Reſcued by their 

Redeemer; butif you fall a Captive 

to Satan in this Rancounter, there's 

no Ranſom for ever. There's no 

miſtaking twice in this Warfare, 

nor 1s there any.raom to correct an 

Error; For there's noWork, nor De- * 
vice, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, whither | 
tho art going. For you that are 


] Believers, it's your going to meet your 


Head and Husband ; and ſhall not 
the Lambs Wife make her ſelf ready :: 
You are Wiſe Virgins, and 1s1t not 
a reproach that the Wiſe ſhouldſleep 
with the Fooliſh 5 as this enters 
you upon a ſtate where there's no 


mixture, all pure Joy, or unmixt 
Viſery, 


5 
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Miſery, ſo it puts you beyond all 
changing z the Believer ſhall never 
more put to Sea, or be in a Storm 
again. And for you that are Unbe- 


lievers; there ſhall no more be a Meſ- 


ſenger of Peace to knock at your 
Doors, that which is now your de- 
fire ſhall be your Doom : Now you 


deſire the Almighty to depart from 


vou, and he will leave you to all E- 
ternity.”  O Sirs! this one Word E- 
ternity, if duly Weighed by us, ci- 
ther as 1t reſpects Happineſs or Tor- 
ments; we could not look upon the 


Death of others without laying it 


to Heart, by Preparing for our own. 
Thus T-have done with my Doctrine, 
which I may rather call an Applica- 
tion : 1 am afraid the Age we Live 


in, needs more to beurged to Practice, 
than entertained with the Explica- 


tion: of what is more abſtruſe ; ma- 


ny know much, and know that they 


do know, but few Practiſe what 
they know. WhatT have further to 
{ay, 1s to apply this Dodarine with 
reſpect unto the preſent occaſion ; I 
might draw ſeveral Inferences from 
hence. As, | Firſt, 


a. as a. papa, hand and wn Anfo KG On 
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Firſt, That the Chriſtian Religi- 
on does not forbid, but commend our 
{ympathiſing with thoſe that mourn 
for deceaſed Friends. Religion is 
not a rigid Sowernels ; true Grace 
regulates, but does not deſtroy natu- 
ral Aﬀecions: Tearscame in by the 
firſt Adam, and they were Legiti- 


mated by the ſecond, Feſws wept - If 


we are not only to go,to theHouſe of 
mourning but. to lay it to heart, ſure 
Iam we are to be affected with thoſe 

that are afjiicted init. 27, 
Secondly, T might colleCt how dit 
fieult it is to make right Improve- 
ment, even of thoſe things that are 
moſt obvious : We live among the 
Monuments of the Dead, and it's of 
the Lord's Mercy, that we are f{pa- 
red. The Living know they muſt die. 
Some have the Harbingers of this 
King of Terrours, already come, 
and feel Death already invading 
them : The Records of the Grave, 
tell us, jt's the Houſe of all Living, 
and yet how difficult 1s it to be at- 
fected with it. Some poſtibly will 
lay, they have been hearing a very 
E-2 COMMON 
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common Theme this Morning, but 
canſt thou ſay by, all the Funerals 
thou haſt frequented or Sermons, 


thou haſtheard, that thou haſt laid: 


thy Death to Heart, by makingready 
both as to thy ſtate and frame, . as 
bath now been ſhown ? 


Thirdly, How irrationally do they 
at, whoinſtead of laying Death to 


Heart, put it far from them, and lay 
Sin next their Heart, and in their 


Aﬀection : They hug the Serpertthat 


will Sting them, the Worm that 
will gnaw in their Boſoms to all e- 
ternity : God hath not given them 
the feeing Eye, nor the underſtand- 
ing Heart unto this Day. Some 


there are that carry it towards Death, * 
as ifthey were able to Hector it to | 
ſtay their leaſure, or elſe were. re- / 


{olved | as one fays } to try -what 
Muſick'thereisin Weeping and Wail- 


ing zoyned -1n conſort . with Gnaſh- 


ing.of Teeth: Such may truly be ſaid 
to be Dead while Living, for the li- 


UVing Kc 


Second Cfe by way of Exvhortation. 
Shall not we that are Living lay 
tl11s 
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this to Heart, that Death hath be- - 

reft us of one that uſed+*to be a 

Meſſenger of Peace from God to us 

in this Flace : One did I ſay? I might 

have ſaid many : Or multT take y 

the Prophets complaint. 'The right-1IF. 57. r. 

ace periſh,and no man layeth it to heart, Me # - 

Pollibly you'll ask, when ſuch an in wm: 

one Died > What was his Dift- Ji.) 

emper ? Who ſucceeds him? And in 

what condition 1s his Family left ? 

And when this is done, your con- 

cern is over and gone. | Is this to lay 

what is come to paſs to Heart 2 No /! 

this' does evidence, that there was 

little Love to them while Livin 

when we can ſo cafily forget thine 

- when Dead. Is the Staff and the 

| Stay, the Azcient and the Prophet 

ftakenaway, and will the Living not 

beaffected. 
I know Euneral Sermons have been 

much abuſed by daubing| fattery, 

whence ſome have condemn'd them . 

in groſs, and thinktheir ought to be 

nomore notice taken of the] Precious 

than of the vile: I grant |that my 

work is not to praife the Dead, but 

to 
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to inſtru&the Living ;z and ifT ſhould 


attempt a panigyrick in this caſe, it 
would be; to put Paint upon pur 
Gold : However, opprefied Inno- 
ence ought to be vindicated, and 
ſhameleſs Sinners ought to be re 
proved, whether they will, or wil 
not regard it. I ſhall therefore men- 
tion Three, things which if well con- 


ſidered, will ſhow what juſt reaſon 
there is to be deeply aftetted. 


iſt. The Perſon. | 
2dly. The Seaſon. 
3dly. The hand the Living had 


IN 1t. 


Firft, For the Perſon, not that 
I pretend to tell you his worth, far 
that would ſuppoſe I knew all he 
was. Only give me leave to ſpeak df 
him under a double capacity. giſt 


niſter of Jeſws Chriſt. 

Firſt, As a gracious Man. True 
Grace is the laſting Foundation of 
Honour and Greatneſs. Let Hell ani 


Earch unite theirMalice to contradidc] ; 


it 


fl 


31 
it, the Oracles of Heaven will main- 
tain it, That he righteous ſhall be * Ns 
is everlaſting remembrance. In him, | 
Heaven gave an early confutati- 
on of that: opprobrious, but 'too 
common reftle&ion, That Miniſters 
Children, of all others, ſeldom mind 
Religion : He could ſay, and that 
truly! too, as Obadiah did, Thy ſer- 
vant feared the Lord from my youth. 1Kings/18: 


[He was early Planted in the Beams *** 
| & the Sun of Righteouſneſs; and 
| thereby quickly ripened to: do his 
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Maſter eminent Service: He not 
only from a Child knew the. Scrip- 
tures, but through them was- 22ade , 75m, ;; 
wiſe unto Salvation. Nor was his 15 
zaodneſs like the Morning Cloud 
and the early Dew, but like #he 
fining light which ſhineth more and Priv. 4: 
more unto the perfe# day. Tho' * 
through conſtant labour in his Ma- 
ſters Vineyard, and other afflictive 
CO he contracted an early 
eakneſs in his outward Man : ſo 
that his Strength was weakned in the 
way. Yet it was evident, that by the 
influence of his Living Head, His 
11- 
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' TT to tell you the various Trials 
with' which» he was-.exerciſed, andill 
his carriage in them,you would then 
fay in him patience had- its perfe& 
Work: And had þ time and you pas 
tience to: ſpeak of the feveral graces 
which flouriſhed ' in him, in - the 
various. Relations and {Capacities 
in which: his Lord plat'd; him. '-I 
would appear beyond contradiction} 
that: Grace ſhin'd; with that Divir & 
and Spiritual Glory; in the courſe 
ofhis Converſation ; that if the Mas 
lice of any ſhould infatuate them tg 
deny-it: None who truly knew him 

. will ever believe them': And as he 
Livedby theFaith of the Son of God 
ſo:heDied like him.CFar from an itn 
my Spirit.) tot without having 

gg'd that God would' pardon and 
bleſs, even them, that had a&ted-f 
cruel Tragedy towards him: / -: 4 
| Secondly, Conſider him as a Ms 
fſter ;, his Soul was better taught, thai 
to think the Miniſtry, -a Work to be 
undertaken without, or witly a mee 
ſaperficial Tin&ture of a 

an 


nd hcraboth, while he liſked up his 
[oice for Underſtanding, he $4 
ought & ſearcht imallthe ordinary | 
F as tor attaining-Wz/dom, &thro' Pro. 2; 
be Me, Canjunction-of a Penetra; 3 + 
nd,. an Acdive Phancy; and a 
"et Memory, with: the Bleſſing - 
of Heaven upon his great Irduſtry;his 
xrofiting ſoon appear'd to the great 
Judges of Learning then living, inſo-. 
nuch, that before he was 22 Years:of 
\ce c as far asI can learn.) he-was 
ixed in the paſtoral Relation at Am. 
Mane. AndthisI the rather menti- 
becauſe there ate ſome that think 
1's ioYoung Men is tobe call'd into that 
i dation . I readily grant, the Apo-. 
tles Novice is to be ſhunn'd- for the # 7”: 3-6 
Reaſon there mention'd ; -but-our 
\poſtle does not ule the Word. view 
4 Young Man; but vedpuCg a Man 
young 1n Religion; or newly plant- 
d into Chriſt; and his Communion, 
an, old Man with STAY" Hairs UPON 
wm, if but newly planted im Grace 
þ.the Apoſtles Novice; ſuch as are 
dt roged in Chriſt Jelus, and leſs 
n ing. may fall ynger the A- 
poitfles 
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begun by times. to lay in and ſtore 
with Grace and Learning; what is 
his Defign but to have a quick Re- 
turn, when he finds Employment 
for them, and ſuch an one was our 
truly old, when in Nature ; 
young Man. Tho' his Miniſterial 
Labours were great, in which he ne 
ver ſerved God with that which colt 


him manghe; and bi zarcly any 
Aſſiſtance enjoyed : Yet his Adtive | 


Soul was ſo deeply. inlaid with the 
Love ;of Learning, that without 


much "Danger of an Hyperbole, I 


Bivliothe- might apply to him what was faid, 

cuuVivam Of Longinus, he became a Living 

[on Mſe- A RITe.,  1LOnY Wold (ery what 

um, Coni- WAS his Learning ? I might an) | 
gii 5/2197 jn the ſeveral parts of it, both as 

Words and Things: but that which 

was his Delight and his Honour, was 

co be intimately acquainted with the, 

Myſtery of God-wan his Redeemer , 

his Thoughts 'run much upon the 

Corner Stone, and only Foundation 

of our Religion; and tho' his 

Strength was much impared before 

he 
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poſties Doom, "but where God hath 
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| he appeared in this City, yet there 
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was 5 mach left as:to give abund- 
ant ' Evidence of the Greatneſs of 
Thought: and Spring of Learning, 


that loadg'd within; ' winle- "Is: 


Thoughts travell'd moſt in the 
higher Rounds of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion: He gave alfo abundant Evi- 

dence of 11is Accuracy in diftioguiſh-: 

ing ' and applying ſuch prottieal 

Points as accompany Salvation. This #. 5. g. 
Light burnt clear, but faſt; and tho'# /-# 


| S rmons at 
his afflited Friends and Relations "lpia, 


were ready ſometimes to conceive Hall. 
Hopes . of his: emerging from his 
Weakneffes, yet the Clouds 'gathe- 
red after Rain; and the Ra foon 
rturn'd again'; but tho' the Winds: 
blew, and the Storms beat upon. his 
battered Bark, yet in Patience he 
poſleft his Soul, his Faith was firm-. 
without wavering, that Jeſus which 
he had laid for many to byild upon, 
was his Stay : In this Rock he ſraod, | 
and with undaunted Courage, en- 
countr'd this laſt Enemy, rafting i in 
the Lord. This is the Cariftian, this 
the Miniſter, that is dead. Dead 
F 2 Gid 
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did I'fay; 'T'muſt:recal that Word} | - 
and ſay. (his Aged Father yet living} 
God- hath. removed : him” from this | ! 
QUr.,to:be, not-a,'Sojourner;: but an | : 
everlaſting  Inhabitant in the Hea-J ; 
venly Canaar;* where he: ſhall ſhine} { 
2s the: Stars fori:ever and 'ever; 'ha- | « 
ving'been. made wiſein turning mas« 1 
ny.unto Righteouſneſs. - f 
Secondly, Conſider the Seaſon off 1 
zt. That which cut thePatriach Fa: '« 
cob'to'the Heart, was, that: when 4 
Simeon was not, and Joſeph was not; || .t 
to hear that” Bezjamir mult be:taken- , 


from him too. We might, accord-| 


ing ito the Courſe :of:Nature, have] 1 
expefted our. Brothers abode: witls 
us,: for many Years: But1o!:. An'Ex 
vening: is *come; when” but: a little 
paſt the Meridian of Man; and this] 


.come upon us while ourWoundsweref * 


Gen.49.24. 


H 
bleeding : 'The'other day:we were |£ 
lamenting the Loſs 'of one that had ia 
laboured* long, and with great! Suce+B 
ceſs in his* Lords Vineyard; Th +Þ 
Arms of his Hands were" made ſtrong) i 
by the Hands of the Mrignty 70 of N 
Jacob; One, who'for' great Grarg], L 

_ folid]. 


folidand =o 1 digeſted Learning, for 


Mghtand Majetty in weilding the 


ter-onr:of #: Fhouſand:” His exteniive 
Afﬀection and: Charity, maintain'd in 


hun. a: conftant. Tenderneſs. toward 
even;ithoſe: that differ'd from-him, 
« | :tho' he ſorely ſuffered for: main- 


taining a :Conſcientious"+ diflent 


from them, in-. Diſcipline-./and 
'Government.: And is: he no ſooner 


gone, but an other muſt follow him? 


As: if Heaven deſigned 'a--Sneceffion 
of Lofſles, tit 'wethave no'rmore to 
-Jooſe.” .To:takea Tileifromia Houſe 
"1s:foon-+repaired;' but ta_takeiaway 


+the Buttreſles from.a leaningWallzor - 


the Pillars on which the Houſe ap- 
* ny to lean; 1s:as if the Qwner = 
1 


gned. the Building to fink into Ru- 
:mmes; the:Loſs of an immortal Soul, 
,the Loſs of the everlaſting} Gofpel, 


andithe Loſs/of. a faithful godly Mi- 
-Niſter, are the-greateſt Loſſes that. can 
\þefall-us.. And if we are trucly-af- 
-dected with the Loſs of the two: for- 


Mmer,.. we - can-but lay. to heart the 

2ath of the latter, ſo-that whole 
we ought to rejoyce, quod talers ha- 
but- 


Sword of theiSpirit,” was a Titerpre- 7:b.33.23- 


"Nm Funeral Sernean. 


Cm; that we had ſuch a one, we: | . 
ought'to be concerned that now: he' | 1 
is-taken from vs, and that when {6 
many-were fo lately gone before him.” 
Thirdly, The Nd the Troizs had 
Iſa. 25. 9. i” it - When Gods Tudgements are on 
the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World' 
will tears Righteouſneſs >, Its but rea« 
{onable to exped; . when ſuch things” 
are:done. by the hand of God, that' 
we put the Queſtion, am T the Pers! 
fon that hath provoked Heaven' ta 
retiove. from Earth, ſach a Blefling?! 
I readily-own, that Miniſters are bur” 
Men; tho' their Graces be great, » 
yet- they are- but in their ©Mi-" 
76 32. 9, novity, and the greateſt Mez are 10: 
always Wiſe; 1 allow alto, thatGod, 
never does any thing: toward his" 
Children in a way: of harſh Provi-! 
dence, :but he fees:caufe enough in/ 
_themp##br- his procedure "in fuch a” 
way with them: God: tells: Mofes,. 
that hefhonld not paſs over Jordas,” 
into the Earthly Caraaz; becauſe of! 
his own Tranſgrefiion ; and yet Mo-® 
51, with es, by the Spirit of: God, lays it at 
_” the Peoples Door, as the Cauſe why. 
| it 


__ e 


| FT Sermon. 
; | it went. thus ll with him, Tho' eve- 
; | ry Mans time is a pointed, and the 


inſtruments by which his Death is 


about, are under the Or- 
drs of a wiſe: Providence, yet the 
Inſtruments. are not the leſs guil- 
ty,. that kl been voluntary A- 
: ian Offences muſt come, butt woe to 
there by whom they come; Chriſt's 
Death was in every -part of it, ac- 
: cording to the Counſel of God 
{| yet the Inſtruments and their Chil- 
| dren to this day,. lie under his 


;| anger for it; I muſt ſpeak it on 


10 the behalf. of. him whoſe. Death 
;| gave me this ſad Occalion; Was 
1/ | be not wounded in the Houſe. of 
{Þ his profeffed Friends ; or did - he 
-i} not ſuffer more by divided Friends 


1) (as they renaiitled! to be) than y- 


of nited Enemies? They that are guwil- 


1] ty; will poſſibly lay like the who- - 
i] r!h Woman, who, whex ſhe hath 


39 


> eaten, wipeth her Month, and a ays, I FO 0 


"i have done mo W; ickedmeſ There is 
a levelling Spirit yetin our World, 
and that. among ſome who bear 


+ | heir Heads high above others for 


Reli- 


INC + Seegon. 
Religion 3 my . ; MEaNINg . 3S,... that. 
thoſe who, never had any 


dint; _—— PIER : PIES. » 6 oe EY ; s 
<A 
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ration of their. own, . are..prodigal. | 
in murdering and waſting, the. Re-;|: 


putatibh of other Men;. Tat none. 


_ ray ſcem better or above them-, 


ſelves. That which the Apoſtle, 
foretold, ſees to be ' now fulfil-" 


e 1-3-3: Jed, a ſpreading Leprofic of vile; 


) * 


Sins prevailing ; and , that, whicl 
makes it both more. odious, anc 
dangerous, is, they cover it under, 
a. Form of Godlineſs; they intitle 
Heaven to the Eruptions of Hell, 
and lay their own. Brats at God's' 
Door.” If any ſhould ask me, what 
have, they done in this Vatter? 
I ſhall” only return that Anſwer, 
which Plato. did, when. Dionifexs. 
the Tyrant wrote to him, defiring, 

_ , he would not report his evil Prac- 
_ rot tices; to whom Plato made this, 


6) 


Plar. non Return, He had yet fo much Leifure | 


f pe oſs. 4 * to think or [pe ar of him Mean- 
«i, &, 10g, be had. better things. to. *<m- 
ploy. his thoughts and time about, 
than to relate the noted arbari- 

Hes and un paraleil d Crueltics of a 
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there were who trul 
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tion: Sucky 
'd him,and now Ia- 
ment the loſs of they were realF 
Mournets for,tho' they Lola not be healers 
of their breaches,of whom I-dare not doubt, 


4 time -heftood in a Love him 


* bat thelf Achans being gone and the troub- 


= of their 1/rae/ departed, they will remain 
:acadle Habitation, and may yet. revive 


| ark flouriſh under the Bleffing of Heaven, 


upon this I would leavetheſe two of three 
cautions. 
Firſt, Let not this prejudice any at Church 


' order. Will any Wiſe Man ſpeak againſt Li- 
berty, 'becauſe ſome by it, grow licentious ? 


Or wilt any afteQ an abſolute Tyranny to 


live in aflaviſhSubjeQion,becauſea well con- 
fitutedGovertment i isnow and then 1g 
with a pop 


7 r commotion : > It wb cal 


ic the Boſe conflitiner 
: yy ci om x 
eeds will ſpring up in the 
regular Gardens, Veitairi will crawl amongſt 
the ſweeteſt Roſes... Think not worſe - of 
Churches, becauſe now and then in,.thene 
there appearsa Drorrephes, to difturb their 
, and cavſe divifions. 

2dly. Let Church Members, > JO how 

they begin contention, hs re 


Cither 


ttioratSr—@* 
| Petfon; "_ was {6 very notorious that their 
needed no ey, — to/ inform the World 


- of him, orthem. 'But when I haveiid this, 
! I muſt be'juſt to many of They Mike for 


drawing at | 


! 
4, 
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either end of that. Saw, /a little ſpatk thay] 


Neighbours dwelling. It's eaſy-giving vent 
to Paſſion, but its like the breaking out: of 
Water not eafily reclam'd again, and an of: 
Fended brother zs barder, t9 on than a ſtrong 
Tower. gg | | 
3dly, Let Churches be prudent and care 
ful whom they admit to their Fellowſhip. Its 
eaſter letting in, than. it is to caſt out. Thus] 


not only burn 1k your own, but your 


have finiſhed the firſt Exhortation to lay this 


our loſs to heart, from the confideration - of 


the Perſon, the Seaſon, and . the. band the 
Tring badin 2t. | 


The ſecond Exhortation I would a little 
proſecute is, to thoſe, who are ſetting their 
Heart and Hand to Chriſt's Plow. Thoſe who 
are ingaged at leaſt in their Rtudies/and pur: 


_ Poſes for the Miniſtry, or but entered- upon 


it, I hope they will not think me too aſlum- 
ing in whatl Foy to them ; nos, would I haye 
others think I flatter, becauſe I am not aſha- 
we to fay I a Low them. Your 
work is. great, and dificulties many ; yet in 
| b ph" there is.a reward. The mea: 
ation about, a; King is -Honourable. 


neſt 


What is it then to fand next the King of 


Kings ? I know ſeveral, Lwiſh I knew more, 
of whom I dare not. doubt, but thatthey 
are Plants of God's own Flanti g, and un- 
der his Bleſſing ſhall ſtand up in his Work 


and Service in the room of thoſe who: now 


reſt from their Labours : To Tuch I would 


recommend theſe things. Firſt, 


— 
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Firſt 


; eſtabliſhed with Grace, as well as 


your Heads with knowledge ; with- 
out the Oil'of Grace, you will never 


_ make laſting Lights, burning and 
ſhining for theReputation and Ho- 
-nour of your Lord and Maſter, and 


without Knowledge,you'll hand out 
Poyſon, in ſtead of ſpiritual Food ; 


God complains of ſoxve that handled Fer. 2.8. 


the Law, they knew him not ; that is, 
God and they had no fpiritual ac- 
quaintance,they were void of Grace. 

he Apoſtle ſpeaks of others that 
were deſrrons to be teachers of the law, 
underſlatiding neither what they ſay, 
nor whereof they affirm. Such feck 
what they can get, but not to be fit 
for what they undertake ; it hath 
been /obſervd, That + 0p are -_ 
ways fond of ignorant Upftarts ; be- 
ſich cs moſt apt pf be taken 
with Popular Applauſe; but when 


Head 4nd Heart are thus qualified, 
then like a well-bnilt and ballac'd 


Ship, you will be able to ſteer a (tea- 
dy Courſe thro all the Storms of 
this World: 


H Je= 
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yamuch-Prayer and 


Dy 4g Tc 


Meditation to your ſtudying. £ Study 


15 to make you uſeful to others, but 
Prayer and Meditation brings ut 
home to your own Souls: He that is 
the niolt earneſt. Solicitor at the 
Throne of Grace, 1s like to be the 


moſt powerful Perſwader in. delis 


vering his Meſlage, ſtorm Heaven; 
Ii you would prevail with Men, get 
your own Heart warm'd wich rhe 
Love. of God in Private, and. then 
you'll be earneſt with others in the 
Pulpit. 


1hirdly, Let the Miniſtry be your 


Work, to which your Souls and 
Hearts are devoted ; make it your 
work in preparing.: He-that does 
not prepare what to ſay.,tempts God 
to come out of his ordinary Courſe 
to his aſiiſtance,z he that depends 
upon his own Preparations, makesa 
God. .of his Gifts. Let it be your 
wark in delivering; ſhew that your 
Buſine;s is rather to profit Souls than 
Pleale the Ear ; beware of an affeced 
Nicexeſs 1n expreſſion, and ſhun a 
ſordid rudenels,lcaſt it cauſe a loath- 


ing 


"© k . A236 "E > , 4 we L 
ET IyenT IC j ”— % X15 yy Jy £ © bf : , \ 3 
6 _—y ” " Þ ay © —y 2 WW Xo £5666 : 
h 4 - lhe V, Ys > CT. 2 KY 97 & e 'P 5 
\ 2 o $. - a 
£ 1 3. F | "© &d 


ing of ſpiritual Food. Let it be your | 
work m Living, as well as Preach- 
10g ;.beware ot pulling down with 
your.hands, + what-you build ' with 
your mouths ; ina word, if the Mi- 
niſtry bethy work thow'llt give thy 
ſelf to it, and thereby in alittle time 
1 do much'for God : And what if dif- 
courag'd by the World, ſeeing your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord, it 
will bemore Honour and Glory in 
the Day-of Chriſt, to have beet an 
Inſtrument in bringing one Soul to 
{ | Heaven, © than if thou hadſt' con- 
quer'd a World, and brought it un- 
der thy-power ; and what if you 
r | {cem to labour in vain, and ſperid your 
$ | ſftreagth for nought, when” your judg- iſe. 49. 4. 
4} avert is with the Lord, 'and your 'Re- 
| ward with your God." OM 
+\\ The loſt Exhortation 1s to you that 
are Hearers: Is God by Death remo- 
xing yourLlſeful Guides and Inſtru- 
tors from you? Lay this to Heart : 
-/\ Firſt, [Iz being cautious to whom 
you-commit the Care and Conduit of 
your Souls, How ſhall they teach-you 
1- | the Myſteries of Salvation, who 
7 t2 them- 
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46 - 0 
chanfebotd are ignotati of them ? Its 
an eaſje matter to run 1nto the Minis 
ſtſy,bur not ſo eafie to be a Miniſters 
What was opprobriouſly ſaid of old; 

15425-0-mmay be here applied; Muzy Sero ati 

run away now a days fromtheir Maſt- 
ers,[ wiſhthere wereno cauſe to ſay, 
faany run from that which is theit 
ſervice, into that they were never 
called nor ſent of God, There is at 
univerſal complaint, that the Spirit 
is mach withdrawn, but if you view 
Mens running in this great Work of | 
the Miniſtry without regard to the 
ordinary ways: for attaining Qu# 
iGeatival for ſuch an undertaking'z 
you muſt allow that either the Mi 
_ niſtry is become a more eaſje huſi- 
neſs to diſcharge, than ever it was 
judged to be formerly, or that there 
15an Extraordinary Effaſſion of the 
Spirtt, by which Men of a ſfaddiin 
are qualified for it,” or: ee: we 0 
under a dreadful Judgment. 
I am notſuch a (aperiticlons | / 
dorer of Learning, as to'lefſen: of | 
Exclude the Work of the Spirit, 1 
know the Spirit can-qualifie Perſons 
for 
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before our Un finkte 'thrdes fandine.: 
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; » 


for his Work ybac —_—— orher 

malt ſeek it2 an ordina _ way; that 

he does- by his extraordinary pow- 
er; and when — \ Opera- 

lows are not tobeex ; at Joaft, 


Ig profelſedly « owndin _ preſent 


of Aﬀairs to be departed;we 
are to ſeek in the ordinary way to 
attain ſuch Qualifications -as are 
needful-irt that work'; the negle&- 
ing of which is buta'gratifying the 
Deſigns of thoſe who ate ſeveral 
ways "afaulting our- Religion .- 
_—_— are chiefly Two-+-- i 2 
| Advancing Reaſort  above- (enct 


arc #ſt" Revelation - e$* ASIF, like the 
oon, 


it never {hin'd To "brightly 4s 
whenin oppoſition tothe Sun ;they 
appeal to this as the fupream Fai 
for Faith and Practice; as if it were 


notour triteſt Reaſon! th -prefer the 


Mind and Word of an inflate Being, 


Much moreintoletable i4this: Arro- 
gance, | whey they: Maho£d mr OY 


| and debancld' theit Rational P 
ets, tliatthey are notabke to judge ih 


th ings ofa Man, and'yet will cppebl 
Ft. 3 to 


- 
*® @ 
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to chem oul s.as! the xeroo HU FR 
pream Decider of all Matters relating 
£99 God and the Chriſtian. Religion, 
i 2, By, decrying @ Standing Minis 
Foe: 7n: the,:Chure/ 0 18 Gad : Every 
arie of the ;Lord's People are, Pro: 
phets, (Would co God the Spirit of 
pe Prophets-appear'd in all: that 
profeſs and:cJaim the Pri viledge l) 
A_Standing Miniſtry is 2 Humane 
Jovention,.and a piece bf-meer Sus 
perltition, and the Idol Learaing'is 
only.tomake. ignorant People: arer 
dit,and raſhhy;xeceive what they im- 
noſe upon them's As the former is 
Manag d among the Men of Letters, 
40. the other js;;calculated far the 
Ymple 3 lower ſize.;-Lgrant, that 
s.2re\not always Wiſe 

Fiens th that -hrift' s flerceſt Oppolers 
have been; found ;amongh;;thole. 


 whohave ern Head and SHONLIens 


1an;ethexsan Naargl: 


Tos 
their Eyes,abale.chem, ſhall Lchuſe 
Aþlind.May or.-my' Guide. ./. You” 
fy: A$ ſqon;expect to -fre-a; Man 

red. upat; Bough or. Cart, to-ſteer a 
_ - Ship 


Bug becauſe ſama chat have! p 
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Ship'ig aStor | 
without. daſhing; as-ignorant Miniſters 
mzintain' the Preaching of: the Goſpel, 
without falling/into dangerous, if not 


damnable Errors 3 - therefore. be very. 


cautious to 'whom you commit the Con- 
du& of your Souls. | 
.. Secondly, Pray-for- your Afiniſters.” It 
may be you:don't profit under their Mi- 
niſtry, becauſe you deny them a ſhare in 
your Prayers; their Work is great, their 
Temptations many, and their Strength 
in themſelves ſmall ; Never ſay you love 
**m, while you are not: concern'd to -in- 
gageGod to ſucceed them; pray that God 
would give them the "Tongue of the 
learned to ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon to 
thy condition, and that he would give 
thee the hearing ear, and the under 
beart; both which, are:the gift of God. 
i; Thirdly, Maintain Aﬀettion and Eſteem 
fo. your Miniſters. | Letithem|-not have 
cauſe to complain, Theſe are the wounds 
I receiv'd in the Houſes of ſach and ſuch 
Profeſſed-Ftiends. - 1 ask you not ſaper- 
ſtitouſly-to idolize Men or: Miniſters, 


ſake -;Fbo they are butiearthen Veſlels, 
yet.they are-intruſted with the moſt pre- 
cious Treaſure, - What if their Perſons 
are 20 more, 'nay. poſſibly leſs than other 
Men, yet their Office calls for Reſpe& 


3nd Hongovr, They are Ambaſſadors of 
| Chriſt, and by the Law 'of Nations Am- 


daſſadors are to have civil wo a be- 


ware of Prejriice, for he that is prejus 


| dic 


m, thr Shelves and Rocks 


| wo. 


ſtanding Pro.20,12 


| 16;Jet:them be highly eſteemed for their works 1The.5.13+ 
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pream Decider of all Matters relating 
9 God.and the Chriſtian Religion, 

727 By. decrying a Standing Minis 
Gays 7n; the, Chureh of God : Every 
arie of the Lord's People are, Pro: 
phets, (Would to God the Spirit of 
the Prophets-appear'd in all: that 
profeſs and:;claim the Priviledge l) 
A_Standing Miniſtry is a: Humane 
Jovention,.anda piece bf- meer Sur 
perltition; andthe Idol Learaingis 
only tomake ignorant People: arer 


dit,and raſhhjyreceive what they im; 


noſe upon them's As the. former is 


Wmanag'd among the Men of Letters; 


Ao. the other js;;calculated far.the 
People of alawer i ize.; grant, that 
xeat Glerks. arg1not always' Wiſe 
Ns that -hriſt's fierceſt oppoſers 
have b en: found ;amorgſh;;thoſe 


' who have been Head and Shoulders 


r thaniathexs.in Naural-Knowr: 
hors ; Bu breauſe lama chat have 
their Eyes, abaſc chem, ſhall 1chuſe 


abjng Mag for my: Guide.,/. You'f 


a3Yi28 ſgon;expect to fee-a; Man 
jpred ;UPat; TAR or, Cart, toſteer a 
oO! - Ship | 


a as: the jeg Fe 
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without. daſhing; as-ignorant Miniſters 
maintain' the Preaching of: the Goſpel, 
without-falling'into —_— if not 
damnable Errors ; - therefore. be very 
cautious to 'whom you commit the Con-. 
dud of your Souls. | 

.. Secondly, Pray for: your Miniſters.” It 
may be you;don't profit under their Mi= 
niſtry, becauſe you deny them a ſhare in 
your Prayers; their Work is great, their 
Temptations many, and their Strength 
in themſelves ſmall ; Never ſay you love 
*tm, while you are not: concern'd to -in- 
gageGod to ſucceed them; pray that God 
would give them the "Tongue of the 
learned to ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon to 
thy condition, and that he would give 


thee the hearing ear, and the underſtanding Proe20.12 


beart; both which, are:the gift of God. 
; Thirdly, Maintain Aﬀettion and Eſteem 
fo your , Ainifters. | Letithem [not have 
@uſc to complain, Theſe are the wounds 
I recav'd in the Houſes of ſuch and ſuch 
Profeſſed-Fiiends. - 1 ask you not ſaper- 
ſtitovoſly-to idolize Men or: Miniſters, 


yet:let:them be highly eſteemed for their works rThe.$.13, 
'} ſake +; Fhbo they are burticarthen Veſlels, 


jetthey are:intruſted with the moſt pre- 


cious Treaſure. What if their Perſons 


are 20 more, nay. poſſibly leſs than other 
Men, yet their Office calls for Reſpe& 
and Honour, They'are Ambaſſadors of 


| Chriſt, and by the Law 'of Nations Am- 


baſſadors are to have civil Uſage ; be- 
ware of Prejriice, for he that is prejos 
| x0 


; | Ship-in aStorm,  thr6Shelves and Rocks. 


out'a Miracle, beicdified by his preach 
ing ; if Abab hate Aficazab, he will be tat 
nition and warning ; therefore maintait 
AﬀeStion and Efteem for them; i 
Fourthly, Lay to heart what :o are fre 
quently hearing from your Ainiſters . whil 
buying : let lk, their Doctrine, which 
drops like the Rain, be only like a Show 
er upon a Rock, where no Impreflion' 
made, or a Tale that is told ; ' but lilg 
Afary, lay up what thon heareſt in tl 
heart, that when thy Miniſter is remov'd 
thoa mayſt be able to recollet and rum 
nate upon what was formerly deliver! 
by him for thy Soul's Edification : Off 
beware of looſing your Seaſons of Grad 
it may be, there are ſome here th 
Moraing, that may: never hear anothi 
Sermon, and will it not bea cutting con 
Gderation, to think that of all you hay 
heard of dying, you were never affet 
with it, nor mov'd to prepare for Deat 
by it. We have loft many Emident Min 
ſters, and is all loſt you have heard fror 
them * Let not-your Souls be like broke 
Ciſtepns, that let:outthe pure water,an 
keep hothing but the Mud and Corrup 
tion of this world. Labour to make then 
- Store-houſe of Divine Cagyarg | 
FE. earneſt beed, leſt at any twme you {Do#l 
[40 let them tun out. And this 's the true meay 
to keep. your Soul,both waking and work 
ing, which is the right way of watching 
anit waiting for the coming of our Lord. * 
© & 1, & $0» 


